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From The Heart Of Bill...

I read the following article in the United Methodist Witness a couple of months ago and
have since seen it printed in multiple church newsletters. It really drives home a point of :
what church is all about. How do you see the church? Do you see church as something you
merely go to every now and then...or do you see it as something that is a very real part of

you?

Are you an owner or a renter at church?

A friend of mine opened my eyes to a new understanding of being the church. He asked me,
“Have you ever rented a car?” Sure I have; lots of times when I travel. “OK,” he said, “do you
ever rotate the tires of the car you rent?” Never. “Have you ever washed the car?” Not once. '
“Have you ever changed the 0il?” I’ve never given it a thought. “But have you done any of those
things with the car sitting in your garage?” Sure I have; many times. “Why?” Because one I'm

just using. The other I have an investment in.

My friend wasn’t done with me yet.  “Does your church have mostly ‘renters’ or ‘own-
ers’?” I looked at him real hard. 1was trying to make the connection. He saw the blank
look in my eyes. “You know, do you mostly have people who use the church for their convenience,
or do you have mostly people who are committed to the church?” Tough question to ask; hard-
er question to answer. Are you a renter or an owner? A renter goes to church (when con-
venient); an owner is in the church always. A renter worships (occasionally) Sunday mornings;
an owner worships every day. Renters have ministry done to them; owners do ministry for oth-
ers. A renter quits when he or she gets tired; an owner never gives up. Renters complain when
things aren’t going their way; owners pray to have God change their hearts. Renters (occasion-

ally) give their money; owners give their life.

The point is God is inviting us, through Jesus, to be owners - to own the faith that he gives

us, to own the cross we are to carry and to own the ministry we have been made to do.
(Reprint from the Aug. 10th UM Witness by Brian Manson of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

My prayer for all of us is that we will OWN who we are in Christ and in His Church,
Blessings.

Pastor Bill
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Medina United Methodist
Church Worship Schedule

Sunday
9:45 a.m. — Sunday School
11:00 a.m. — Traditional Service

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. — Mid-week Study

Administrative Council meets
the last Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m.,
unless otherwise announced.

[]

Qur Vision
“We invite everyone
into the family of GOD,
where the LORD is
praised and felt,

love is shared,

and lives are blessed.”




International Day
of Prayer for

the Persecuted
Church Sunday,
November 11, 2007

~ Administrative

will be on Thursday, November 29th

We live in the most blessed nation
that has ever graced the face of the
earth. Here, in the United States, we

have incredible liberties to worship

God in freedom. There are many
places in the world that don’t have that :
freedom. November is the month we

designate for Thanksgiving.
think of no better way to give thanks

I can

than to support and pray for those

who are less fortunate.

This year my family and I read

portions of the book, “Jesus Freaks:

DC Talk and the Voice of the
Martyrs,” which is a contemporary
facsimile to the classic, “Fox’s Book of
Martyrs,” that describe the lives of

those who gave their life for the faith.

My family was deeply moved by the
fact that even today there are people
who are killed because of their faith in
Jesus Christ. In fact, by conservative
estimates... it’s estimated that over

160,000 Christians will lose their lives

in the world today because of their
faith in Christ. (The actual numbers

are probably much higher.)
I make a point every Sunday to

thank God that the Church is a lot
bigger than us gathered in Medina

United Methodist Church.

On

Sunday, November 11th we will make
a special effort to support and pray

for the persecuted church.
There will be a link to the

International Day of Prayer on our
website www.medinaumc.org that !
you can get more information on how

to support the persecuted church.

Council Meeting

Our last regularly scheduled
meeting for November/December

at 7:00 PM.

il
Thankssivin
c%rvicé :

Sunday, November 18th
6:00 PM
at the Baptist Church
Bill Stegemueller
will be preaching

There will be a pot luck immediately following!

HANGING OF
THE GREENS

Sunday, November 25th

Stay after the Service Sunday Morning and
help us with the Christmas Decorations.
“Many Hands Make Light Work!”
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Sunday, December 16th
at 6:00 PM

Following the Christmas Progranj
we will have our usual visit from
Santa in the Fellowship Hall
with Refreshments!

That Sunday morning is also our

ChoirOs Christmas

so MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

The WidowOs Offering

1. As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treéslsH
2. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.[a] 3. Ol tell yQu

the truth,O he said, Othis poor widow has put in more than all the others.:4.
these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty pu
all she had to live onuke 21 :

Medina United Methodist Church
Statement of Financial Income and Expense
January 1 through October 14, 2007

Total Income - General Fund

$66,520

Total Operating Expenses

Net Ordinary Income for 2007 to date $—15,625.

** To clarify any confusion in the previous report.

Christmas.

New Prayer /
Information Blog

IOve started a new Prayer/
Information Blog at http://medin-
aumc.wordpress.com/ which we will
keep a running log of all the prayer
request that email out. There is also a
link to this Blog on our website. One
of the advantages of the Blog is that it
is interactive... meaning you can
comment or post your own prayer
requests. This will be invaluable in
posting ANSWERS to prayers which
can be just as encouraging as having
someone pray for you. You can also
post information and announce-
ments. For example, this past week |
posted some pictures of our Gospel

Gantetd

Poinsettias

Please start thinking of the
Poinsettias to be placed in church for
They will be given in
honor and/or memory of your loved

ones, either family or friends.

There will be inserts in the
oming (Sunday) bulletins for you
fill out. You can either put the
f lns in offering plate or give to

Clra Ann. Please note on your check
- that itOs for PoinsettiaOs.

If you have any questions or need

further information, please contact
- Clara Ann at 589-7754.

@hristmas Baskets

If you wish to donate toward the

$82’j§'4%§rjchase of items to fill the baskets,

lease make your check payable to
edina United Methodist Church

- and note on it OChristmas BasketsO

For more information, please contact

Clara Ann at 589-7754.
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—g UMW N NG
BEawaay Fimme VIW IVIEETIN

The UMW annual bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 1, The UMW will meet on
. . K Wednesday, November 14, 2007
2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. It will be held in the Zirkel at 2:00 p.m. in the Craddock Cottage
Fellowship Hall at the Medina United Methodist Church this Program:
World Thank Offering

year. Breakfast and lunch will be available to purchase. Leader:
Breakfast Taco’s are back! We will also have Biscuits and Clara Ann McWilliams

. . . Hostess:
Gravy, Hashbrowns, and Biscuits with Sausage, Egg Donna Payne
and Cheese! Ya'll come! Mexican food
) . Don’t forget to bring your
(4] @2} Sy lunch available — Yum Yum! (Woﬂ‘f; o ffergiz oo

Please mark this date on your calen-

dars and come have great food, fellowship and shopping with us! Corme and enjoy the Program, Refreshments

and Fellowship! Men are invited, too!!

Medina United Methodist Women’s

BAZAAR

SATURDAY, DECEMIBER 1, 2007

8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

at the Zirkel Fellowship Hall, Medina United Methodist Church
Reed Avenue ¢ Medina, Texas

Breakfast

Available

BAKED GOODS
CRAFTS & NEEDLEWORK
WHITE ELEPHANTS ﬁ

POCKET CALENDARS
BOOKS

GREETING CARDS
COFFEE & DRINKS

and NMuch More? @

YATLL CO
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